Assertions from the External Auditor and Parish Council Responses.

Assertion 1 - Accounting Statements do not add up and Council has not published an explanation of the 'No' responses with the Annual Governance Statements plus failure to approve exemption from our limited assurance review
The incorrect figures are down to transcription errors and do not affect the final balances. The no responses are in relation to the non-publication on the website of the inspection period although this was published on the village noticeboard. All future notice periods will be put on the website. 
Assertion 2 - internal controls - annual review of effectiveness minuted each year, but clearly not operating adequately
The Internal Controls in place ensured all payments are approved and minuted and the cheque book compared to the bank statements. The council now realises the end of year controls in place need to be tightened up and the new RFO is aware of the correct procedures. will put these in place for all future years.
Assertion 3 - non-compliance with publication requirements of the Transparency code for smaller authorities/non-compliance with HMRC requirements for payroll according to IA/non-compliance with Local audit and Accountability Act 2014 and Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015
There was confusion over how PAYE should be accounted as it is such a small amount. The complication of the clerk working for HMRC (and therefore unable to operate a scheme or deal with VAT) caused a delay in this. This has now been discussed with the Internal Auditor and HMRC and is being resolved and all future payments will be subject tot the correct PAYE procedures. 
Assertion 4 - failure to properly provide for the exercise of public rights
There have been issues with the website and the publication of the rights was made locally rather than on the website. This has now been remedied and will be published correctly from now on. The clerk's contact details are given on the website and any member of the public could have requested a view of the parish council's accounts at any time had they so wished, although no-one did.
Assertion 5 - review of risk management arrangements not documented - only aspect of risk management documented each year is a review of insurance cover
The aspects of the risk management in respect of the Parish Council are mostly covered by the insurance which is reviewed every year – it was thought to be adequate but a more comprehensive review will be carried out in future. A thorough going risk management was performed yearly at the Annual parish council meeting, as referred to briefly in the minutes. \however the website was not specifically updated.
Assertion 6 - no internal audit carried out during either year
This was delayed by the ongoing PAYE & RFO issues and lack of knowledge but has now been resolved. 
Assertion 7 - not actioned external audit instructions
As above, these were delayed due to the RFO & PAYE issues and attempting to get everything right at once. This is now being resolved. 
